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EXAMINING HOW HISTORY
INFORMS THE FUTURE OF
TWO SISTER PROFESSIONS:
LIBRARIANSHIP AND
SOCIAL WORK

BACKGROUND

•

•

Female-dominated professions

SIMILARITIES
BETWEEN SW
AND LIS

Historical development of the
professions
Debates over professional status

Professional code of ethics and
values focusing on service and social
responsibility

Rossi (1961): “Women depress the status
of an occupation because theirs is a
depressed status” (83).

FEMINIZATION
OF SW AND
LIS

Heite (2012): “Historically, social work was
long located beyond the boundaries of
profession, and was wrongly sees as a
(female) semi-profession” (7).
Garrison (1973): “The feminization of
public librarianship did much to shape
and stunt the development of an
important American cultural institution”
(153).

KEY DATES IN HISTORY OF PROFESSIONALIZATION
















ABRAHAM FLEXNER “WHAT
MAKES A PROFESSION”?(1915 )
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Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. (neg. no. LC-USZ62-

C.C. WILLIAMSON
TRAINING FOR LIBRARY
SERVICE (1923)








ETHICS AND VALUES





, confidentiality/privacy, democracy, diversity, education and lifelong learning,
intellectual freedom, preservation, the public good, professionalism, service, social
responsibility, and sustainability

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE…
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